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SEPTEMBER MEETING 


DATE: Wednesday, September 15, 8:15 p.m. 
PLACE: Morrison Auditorium 

SPEAKER; Dr. Edward S. Ross 

SuBJECT: “AUSTRALIAN ALBUM” 


Dr. Ross, the Academy’s peripatetic Curator of 
Entomology and most wide-ranging staff member, 
spent 18 months travelling 34,000 road miles in Asia 
and Australia. His report on the Asian segment of 
the trip has been presented earlier to the membership. 

In “Australian Album,” he continues the journey 
which took him south from Singapore to the south- 
west corner of Australia where, at Fremantle, he 
began a four-month, 13,000 mile motor trip up and 
over the “top end” of the continent which is a veri- 
table treasure house for the naturalist. Through a 
spectrum of climatic and vegetative zones, he and 
his party (consisting of his wife, son Clark, and young 
David Cavagnaro who has long been associated with 
the Academy) collected, photographed, recorded 
impressions, and enjoyed a unique camping trip in 
their specially equipped truck through a land where 
fences are a rarity and “Keep Out!” signs an in- 
congruity. They returned with what is undoubtedly 
the largest collection of insects ever brought back 
from this “frontier” continent. 
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An 8” golden lizard photographed by Dr. Ross in 
northwestern Australia. 


“Australian Album,” illustrated with Dr. Ross’ 
superior color photography, is one of those rare and 
unusual treats which is a “not-to-be-missed” event 
for Academy members. 


MORRISON PLANETARIUM 


“DESTINATION MARS!” continues in the Thea- 
tre of the Stars through Labor Day, Monday, Sep- 
tember 6 with performances daily at 11:30 a.m., and 
at 1:00, 2:15 and 3:30 p.m. Evening shows, Wednes- 
day through Sunday at 8:30. Closed Monday and 
Tuesday evenings. 


Beginning Wednesday, September 8: “ACCI- 
DENTAL ASTRONOMY” dealing with important 
discoveries which have come about by accident—ser- 
endipity at work. With this show, Morrison reverts to 
its winter schedule with performances daily at 3:30 
p.m. and evening shows, Wednesday through Sun- 
day, at 8:30. Extra matinees Saturday and Sunday 
at 2:00. Closed Monday and Tuesday nights. 


SPECIAL EXHIBITS 


Exhibit of the Month: “ANTIQUE MOVIE 
PROJECTORS” from the Academy collections. Main 
Foyer, Science Museum, 


“PHOTOMICROGRAPHS,” brilliant photographic 
enlargements of pictures taken through the eyepiece 
of Stennett Heaton’s microscope. Continues in Lovell 
White Hall of Man and Nature through September 
30. 


The members’ attention is drawn to three new 
permanent exhibits completed recently. In Fossil 
Hall: “Fragments from the Past” and “Fossils Help 
Reconstruct Prehistoric Life.” In Astronomy Hall: 
“Meteorites and Meteorwrongs.” 


...AND ON WEDNESDAY EVENING, 
OCTOBER 6 


THE 1965 ANNUAL MEETING AND OPEN 


HOUSE OF THE CALIFORNIA ACADEMY 
OF SCIENCES! 


You and your friends are cordially invited. 


NEWS and NOTES....... 


Tsroucs THE EFFORTS of the Belvedere-Tiburon 
Landmarks Society and subsequent action taken by 
the Marin County Board of Supervisors, there now 
exists on the Tiburon Peninsula the “John Thomas 
Howell Botanical Garden,’ named in honor of the 
Academy’s Curator of Botany. 


The resolution, adopted on July 26, reads (in part) 
as follows; “Whereas, the efforts of John Thomas 
Howell... were a major factor in the acquisition and 
preservation, identification, and recognition of the 
flora of Marin County and . . . the Tiburon Penin- 
sula . . . this Board does hereby order and declare 
that said County real property shall henceforth be 
known as and is hereby officially designated the 
‘John Thomas Howell Botanical Garden’.” 


Mr. Howell’s wry comment at the unexpected 
honor was “I’m delighted it happened while I am 
still among the quick.” 


ANNUAL ELECTION OF TRUSTEES 


The nominating committee selected by the 
Trustees in accordance with the By-Laws of 
the California Academy of Sciences has 
recommended the following names for elec- 
tion as Trustees at the next Annual Meeting 
scheduled for October 6, 1965: 

Mr. Victor J. Bergeron 
Dr. lan Campbell 

Dr. J. Wyatt Durham 
Mr. Charles H. Russell 
Mr. Brooks Walker 

Additional nominations may be made to 
the Secretary in writing by ten or more 
Corporate Members on or before September 
15. If no such additional nominations shall 
be made the nominations shall be deemed 
closed, and at the following annual meeting 
of the Academy the Secretary shall cast the 
unanimous ballot of the Corporate Members 
for the ticket reported by the nominating 
committee. 


Sremuart AQUARIUM has two new and 
arresting displays of West Coast fish on exhibit, 
gained through the cooperation of the California 
Department of Fish and Game. 


Tank #28 is devoted to Golden trout, designated 
in 1947 by the California State Legislature to be the 
official State Fish. The beautifully marked specimens 
are found in High Sierra lakes at from 6,000 to 
10,000 feet above sea level. Golden is the proper 
adjective, and with the addition of artfully placed 
speckles and brilliant touches of vermilion, they are 
indeed handsome to behold. They were brought down 
by mule pack train in iced containers from their 
high home, the movement of their bearers providing 
the necessary aeration. Walt Schneebeli, Steinhart’s 
Aquatic Collector, then picked them up at the Mt. 
Whitney hatchery. 


Tank #29 impresses, if for no other reason, by 
quantity alone. Some 4,000 young specimens of Lake 
trout, Brook trout, and Kokanee are housed in this 
one tank and the result is quite extraordinary. ‘These 
specimens came originally from the Mt. Shasta 
hatchery. 


Tue HEALTHY, 
growing interest in things astronomical has en- 
couraged the staff of Morrison Planetarium to once 
again present courses of instruction beginning Sep- 
tember 20. 


“ASTRONOMY APPRECIATION”, a 16-week 
course planned for Monday evenings from 7:30 to 
9:30 beginning September 20. Designed to acquaint 
the layman with the magnificence of our universe, 
this non-mathematical course will use the planetarium 
to demonstrate many astronomical concepts. Fee for 
the course is $18.00. Registration at the first three 
meetings. 


“CELESTIAL NAVIGATION,” a 16-week course 
on Tuesday evenings, 7:30-9:30, begins September 
21. Devoted to nautical astronomy for the beginner, 
the fee for enrollment is $20.00 plus $8.00 for 
supplies. Registration also at the first three meetings. 
Minimum enrollment: 28. 


“OBSERVATIONAL ASTRONOMY”, a 10-week 
course and the first time presented, is on Tuesday 
evenings, 7:30-9:30, begins September 21. This is a 
non-technical course designed to acquaint the layman 
with simple observational techniques—be it with 
your eyes, binoculars or a small telescope—what to 
look for, when to look and how to look. $10 for the 
entire course. Enrollment at the first three meetings. 


MEET THE STAFF 


P= aa —— JOHN W. GREEN, Scien- 
tific Assistant in the De- 
partment of Entomology, 
was born, raised and edu- 
cated in the vicinity of 
Easton, Pennsylvania. As 
a youngster, a favorite 
pastime was collecting in- 
sects—animals that were 
later to be both a bane 
«- and a boon in his life. 
After date 4 rom Lafayette College with a 
degree in Engineering, he took over the management 
of a 200-acre apple and peach orchard near Easton, 
an occupation which he pursued for the next two 
decades. His interest in entomology continued but 
was dampened slightly by the appearance of a tiny 
pest from Europe, a two-spotted mite for which there 
was no known control. This particular immigrant 
was his orchard’s undoing. The crops were ruined 
because of the defoliated trees. 

A trip to San Francisco in the late 40’s found Mr. 
Green paying almost daily visits to the Academy and 
to the Department of Entomology which then, as 
now, was headed by Dr. Edward Ross. Mr. Green 
having evidenced an interest in migrating West, Dr. 
Ross offered him a job as Preparator in the Depart- 
ment and on November 1, 1949 he became a good 
and reliable member of the staff. 

His particular interest lies in three families of 
beetles: Cantharidae, Lampyridae, and Lycidae. 
Though on a full time schedule at the CAS, Mr. 
Green is in the Department only part of the week, 
spending the remainder preparing insect specimens 
at home. 

With his wife Katherine, the Greens enjoy a 
residence in nearby San Carlos. Another joy is their 
two children and two grandchildren. 

Mr. Green is an avid bridge player (“when I can 
get a foursome”), a Giant baseball fan (radio only), 
and a lover of classical music particularly that of 
Tschaikovsky and Puccini. “It’s the best listening in 
the world when you are preparing insects!” 

Mr. Green, believe it or not, was born in 1889. 
His many interests and activities certainly belie the 
fact. 


SOIR 


THE CALIFORNIA ACADEMY OF SCIENCES 


GOLDEN GATE PARK + SAN FRANCISCO 94118 
Open every day of the year 
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 


Printed by GRAPHIC ARTS OF MARIN, INC. 


Admission Free 


Non-Profit Organization 


U. S. POSTAGE 


San Francisco, Calif. 


Permit No. 7544 


JD0OD 


No. 309 — Published Monthly by the 
CALIFORNIA ACADEMY OF SCIENCES 


GOLDEN GATE PARK + SAN FRANCISCO 94118 


SEPTEMBER 1965 


